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Chiri Yukie Memorial Museum-Shirokanipe Chise-

Grass-roots fund raising since 2002 has enabled the building of
this museum through the contributions of more than 2500
individuals.

Through the exhibition of Chiri Yukie's notes and writings, as well
as through the organization of Ainu cultural courses and Ainu
ecotourism, the Museum wishes to be a hub for communication
and cultural heritage in Noboribetsu. It also has the purpose of
broadcasting messages from the Ainu and Ainu culture which
Chiri Yukie loved and dedicated her whole life to elaborating.

Our deepest gratitude goes out to all people who helped the
building of the Museum. Please contenue to lend a hand to our
activities as a suppoting member.
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Chiri Yukie(1903-1922)

Born at the site of the Museum in 1903, Chiri Yukie spent her childhood in Nupur-pet.
Both her father, Chiri Takakichi, and mother, Kannari Nami were Ainu from the region.
Yukie moved to Asahikawa at the age of 7, and lived with her aunt, Kannari Matsu, and
her grandmother, Monashinouk until she was 19 years old.

Yukie is known as the Ainu woman who first put Ainu oral literature into print. Her
book, "Kamuy Yukar" including 13 kamuy yukar in the Ainu language whith Japanese
translation has been highly evaluated, together with its preface.

Yukie died at the mere age of 19 in Tokyo where she went to complete her book. In spite
of severe discrimination and oppression, she fought to hand down the Ainu language
and culture to the future generation by maintaining her Ainu identity and deep respect
for Ainu culture.

The life and writings of Chiri Yukie will always inspire us through her Ainu spirit.
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