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Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum Special Exhlbltion

Southeast Asian Students Affected by the Atomtc Bombmg:

Friendship Across Borders

8 Period: March 27-September8 2026

Place: Special Exhibition Room,” .
East Building 1F, .
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum )

About a 10-minute walk south of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, a monument stands on the
embankment of the Motoyasugawa River, Known as the Konan Dormitory Memorial Monument, it marks
the site where students from Southeast Asia—invited to Japan by the government as “Speclal Students
from Southeast Asia”—lived at the time of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima,

These students came to Japan under government policies implemented during Japan's rule in Southeast
Asia, and they formed close relationships with local residents, When the atomic bomb was dropped,
even as they themselves were injured and lost friends, they encouraged and supported those around
them. The bonds formed in this way endured after the war. Even after they returned to their homelands,
these ties continued across generations and remain alive to this day.

This special exhibition introduces the atomic bomb experiences of these students and their interactions
with local residents, drawing on archival materials and testimonies from those involved.

(1) Konan Dormitory Memorial Monument
Ote-machi 4-chome, Naka-ku, Hiroshima City

Myanmar 47 e within about six months.

uThaﬂandjl 2 \C

gz

(2) Number of students selected
from each region
(First-and second-cohort total / Current region names used)

From around February to March 1943, candidates for the program were recruited in various
parts of Southeast Asia. Many of them were children of prominent families and influential local
figures, selected with the expectation that they would become future leaders.

In late June 1943, the first cohort of 50 Special Students from Southeast Asia arrived in Japan.
They studied at the Japanese Language School of the International Students Institute* in
Meguro Ward, Tokyo, until March of the following year. In addition to classes focused primarily
on the Japanese language, they received military drills and judo instruction twice a week.

Dormitories for the Special Students from Southeast Asia were assigned by country or region. All
outings required permission, and their movements were constantly monitored by the military
police.

*The International Students Institute: Originally established in 1935 as an affiliated organization of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to support international students studying in Japan.

western Japan.

March 28,1944 Tokyo
Photographed just before his enrollment at Hiroshima Higher Normal School.

-1-

N i T 1 From Southeast Asia to Japan

“:‘.\‘\j’ ) b4 .~ Total205 On December 8, 1941, Japan attacked the British-controlled Malay Peninsula in

[ 3 ‘ B e (} : Southeast Asia and Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, marking the beginning of the Pacific
'1‘"\\ y St War. Initially, Japan held the upper hand and occupied much of Southeast Asia

! Amid these developments, Japan sought to cultivate future local leaders who

hilippines 51 ' would cooperate with its policy. This led to the launch of the “Special Students
/YN from Southeast Asia” program, under which young people from Southeast Asia
i were sent to study in Japan at the Japanese government’s expense.

(3) Spec:al Students from Southeast Asia
arriving at Tokyo Station
Late June 1943 Tokyo

(4) Philippine students walking in formation
1943-1944 Tokyo

The Special Students were assigned to higher education institutions across Japan, taking into account their
individual interests and fields of study. The first cohort transferred in April 1944, and the second cohortin April 1945.

In the first year, consideration was given to the fact that many students from Southeast Asia were unaccustomed
to cold weather. As a result, outside Tokyo, their placements were mainly in the relatively warmer regions of

(5) Hiroko Kadono (right), a dormitory staff member in Tokyo, and Syed Omar, who later died from the atomic bombing

The students deeply trusted Kadono, who showed great care in helping them adjust to life in Japan.



2 Life in Hiroshima

From 1944 to 1945, twenty-four Special Students from Southeast Asia studied in Hiroshima and commuted to
school from the Konan Dormitory, a boarding facility. While they struggled with food shortages as the war

situation worsened, they formed close relationships with local residents.

In April 1944, twenty students from the
first cohort enrolled at Hiroshima Highet
Normal School, which was then one of
the leading teacher-training institutions
in'western Japan.

At the school, a special humanities
preparatory program for students from
Southeast Asia was established, separate
from the general student body.

By April of the following year, 15 of them
had teft Hiroshima due to transfers to
other schools and institutions.

The five remaining first-cohort students
transferred to Hiroshima University of
Literature and Science. At the same
time, four second-cohort students who
had completed their preparatory
education in Tokyo also enrolled there.
All nine of these young men intended to
major in education.

- b

-y
]

g i

(6) The Speclal Students from Southeast Asla who studied in Hiroshima

. Name Place of origin m
20

PR Halim Abubakar
P Jose de Ungria

W Virgilio de los Santos
PN Syed Omar

P Nik Yusof*

P Bostam Kurshi

A Abdul Razak*

P sjarif Adil Sagala®
W saari Ibrahim

BT Dailami Hassan

PBIN Arifin Bey*

BF3 Mochammad Tarmidi*
PBEY Muskarna Sastranegara

m Sam Suhaedi
BIF Soekristo

BIJ soedio

Soepadi

m Hasan Rahaya*
BER Pengiran Yusuf*
m Maung Thet Tun
m Chan Cheng Po
m Percy Loo Nee
m Maung Win Kyu
m Maung Maung Soe

s
=
=
=

DI

N
| 1B @ W sn
$27/785 108
AALLA OV 08
(ML) 1)

2eas HRI0) 2A Rt 2b 22X

-2~

Prefecture of transfer
or enroliment in 1945

first  Yamaguchi

18 Philippines rirst  Hokkaido
16 first  Fukuoka
16 Fist  Hiroshima
17 Malaya first  Hiroshima
20 fist  Fukuoka
18 second Hiroshima
17 First  Hiroshima
20 First  Tokyo
19 il First  Fukuoka
19 second Hiroshima
18 Fist  Hiroshima
20 First  Hiroshima
20 Fist  Kyoto
19 Java first  Tokyo
20 Fist  Kyoto
19 First  Tokyo
20 second Hiroshima
21 North Borneo  Second Hiroshima
17 Fist  Kyoto
20 Fist  Kyoto
20 Burma Fist Tokyo
18 First ~ Akita
20 Fist Kyoto

(* indicates those who were later directly exposed to the atomic bombing.)

(7) First cohort of the Special Students in front of Konan Dormitory
September 20, 1944 Ote-machi 8-chome

All 20 members of the first cohort are pictured wearing ti: rective
traditional garments.

Konan Dormitory stood near Yorozuyo Bridge, facing the ’ “ugawa
River. It was a two-story wooden apartment building fo: Hout a
10-minute walk from the school.

The students often gathered on the embankment in front of nitory,
singing as they enjoyed the evening breeze. They sang sc: m their
homelands, such as “Rasa Sayang” and “Bengawan Solo,” and - sidents

would sometimes join in.

Recollections of Sam Suhaedi (First cohort)

“Even in those difficult times, elderly women
would sometimes invite the students to their
homes and give us food. (omitted) | believe
those grandmothers were probably killed in the
atomic bombing.”

“Nanpo Tokubetsu Ryugakusei ga Mita Senjika no Nihonjin
(Wartime Japan as Seen by the Special Students from
Southeast Asia)” edited by Aiko Kurasawa, (Soshisha Publishing
Co., Ltd., 1997)

(9) The area around Konan Dormitory before the atomic bombing
Ote-machi 8-chome Drawn in 2021

A drawing created by Minoru Ozaki, who lived near Konan Dormitory



3 The Special Students from Southeast Asia Experience
the Atomic Bombing

On August 6, 1945, elght of the nine Special Students from Southeast Asia who were enrolled at
Hiroshima Unlversity of Literature and Science were exposed to the atomic bombing at Konan
Dormitory, in the classroom, and elsewhere.,

Because Konan Dormitory had burned down, the students who evacuated to the university spent their
days helping one another and those around them,

A X v AL . < -
(10) The ruins of Hiroshima Higher Normal School Students exposed

N senda mach y
N —— at Konan Dormitory
(900 m from the hypocenter)

Eight students directly exposed to the atomic bomb

Four students from the second
cohort experienced the bombing
at school during their first class
of the day and were trapped
beneath the school building.
Fortunately, they were able to
crawl out and make their way
back to the dormitory.

At the dormitory, two students
were exposed to the bombing
and were trapped beneath the
collapsed building. Omar was
able to escape on his own, but
Sagala was injured and was
rescued by Hasan Rahaya and
Arifin Bey, who had returned
from the university.

Syed Omar (Age 19) an

Sjarif Adil Sagala (Age 20) o2 L el

Students exposed

at the music classroom
of Hiroshima Higher
Normal School a3 (4

(1,400 m from the hypocenter)

Abdul Razak (Age 20) a3

Pengiran Yusuf (Age 22) a4 2
Hasan Rahaya (Age 21) as) (15) (16
Arifin Bey (Age 20) ae)

A
The students took refuge in the / A il T .\ﬂf’v:‘ Y+ Students with unknown
river in front of the dormitory, where they rescued people with burns by placing them on a places of exposure

raft and pushing them across to the opposite bank.

Nik Yusof (Age 19) an an
Itis believed he may have been at the dormitory,
but it is also possible he was on his way to school.

Thereafter, the students spent one week, from August 7 to 14, sleeping outdoors in the
ruins of Hiroshima University of Literature and Science. The group included the dormitory
owner’s family, their friends, and others they happened to encounter, bringing the total to

approximately 17 or 18 people, who supported one another during this time. Mochammad Tarmidi (Age 20) &)
He had not been at the dormitory since the
day before the bombing.
Recollections of Hasan Rahaya (Second cohort)
“The blast hurled me up against the classroom ceiling, and | lost
consciousness for a while. When | came to, | realized that blood was . .
flowing from my head. Nevertheless, | tried to escape with my Four students who entered Hiroshima
friends through a gap in the shattered classroom window.” after the bombing

19) - “Hibaku shita Nanpé Tokubetsu Ryigakusei e no Meiyo Hakase G6 Juyo no Kiroku
(A Record of the Conferment of Honorary Doctorates upon Special Students from
Southeast Asia Exposed to the Atomic Bomb)” edited by Hiroshima University (2015)

In order to support their fellow Special Students
who had experienced the bombing in Hiroshima,
three students—Sam Suhaedi, Soedio, and their
friend Adnan Koesoemaat—arrived in Hiroshima
: from Kyoto by August 18.

Recollections of Meiko Kurihara, who slept outdoors with the
students (then 19)

' “The stairs were cluttered with debris and in disarray, but we cleaned

them together and went up to the rooftop. We looked out over the city since July due to dysentery. He was discharged in
. and talked. Since we were all young, moments like that offered brief mid-September and later visited the burned
- comfort.” remains of Konan Dormitory.

(Atomic bomb survivor testimony video produced by Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation in 2016) s ————

Muskarna Sastranegara, who was enrolled at
Hiroshima University of Literature and Science,
had been hospitalized at a suburban hospital
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Nik Yusof went missing immediately after the bombing. Toshio Hanaoka, who had 3 *5}? FEa ;tT T ";f" b
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encountered a gravely injured international student in Itsukaichi Town, about 10 AN gﬁg; ﬂ.ﬁ ! 44;}'\;
kilometers from Hiroshima City. Because Nik Yusof's remains were later interred at Siygd 14k f;g S4% | (21) Letter from Abdul Razak
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4 The Postwar Lives of the Special Students from Southeast Asia
and the Citizens Who Preserved Their Stories

After the war, the surviving Special Students from Southeast Asia followed different paths: some returned
to their home countries, while others continued thelr studies in Japan, Over time, many went on to hold
prominent positions in their respective countries and fields.

For a period after the war, their presence faded from public awareness In Japan, However, beginning in
the late 1950g, interest in their stories was renewed. This renewed attention was prompted in part by
inquiries from the families of students who died as a result of the atomic bombing, as well as by the
dedication of Japanese citizens who established graves and a memorial monument in theit honor.

The activities of these civic volunteers have continued ever since and today are expanding in new

e B¢ (22) People from Southeast Asia offering
directions. prayers at a memorial service for Nik Yusof
held by Hiroshima University

August 6,2025 Saeki Ward, Hiroshima City Kozenji Temple

(23) Unvelling ceremony for Syed Omar's
reconstructed grave
September 3, 1961 Kyoto Enkoji Temple

In the summer of 1958, Hidefumi Sonabe, a resident of Kyoto, read a magazine article about the
neglected condition of Syed Omar's grave and resolved to rebuild it. Because Sonobe himself had
gone to Brazil at about the same age as Omar, Omar’s situation did not feel like someone else’s
story to him.

The reconstruction of Omar’s grave was carried forward by Kenkichi Sonobe, the younger brother of
Hidefumi, who had fallen ill. The grave was completed at Enkoji Temple in Kyoto on September 3,
1961—O0mar’s death anniversary.

To this day, memorial services are held each year around the anniversary of Omar’s death.

(24) Visit to Nik Yusof's grave by a delegation of bereaved family members
May 17,1964 Itsukaichi Town Kozenji Temple

In May 1964, a delegation of family members of the Special Students from Malaya who had died in
Japan during the war visited Japan. To coincide with their visit, Rev. Tokito Hoshizuki, the head
priest of Kozenji Temple, who had safeguarded the remains of Nik Yusof, personally funded the
construction of Yusof's grave.

Japanese associates who had maintained ties with the students, as well as local volunteers, also
attended the bereaved family group’s visit to the grave.

Every year on August 6, Hiroshima University—the successor institution to Hiroshima Higher
Normal School and Hiroshima University of Literature and Science—holds a memorial service for
- Nik Yusof at Kozenji Temple.

(25) Former Special Students from Southeast Asia visiting the Konan Dormitory Memorial Monuimer #
August 6, 1995
From left to right: Abdul Razak, Sjarif Adil Sagala, Pengiran Yusuf, and Hasan Rahaya— all of whom experienced the atomic b=« -

More than ten years after the war, Toshio Hanaoka, who had lived near Konan Dormitory anic v
friends of the Special Students, began to make contact with the former students again.

Believing that it was unacceptable for nothing to remain at a place so central to their memori=:
established a committee to erect a memorial monument at the former site of the dorivi:
Although the process of construction involved many challenges, including administra::
procedures and fundraising, the Konan Dormitory Memorial Monument was completed in 1976

Since then, the monument has become a place repeatedly visited by former Special Students fr<
Southeast Asia and their families.

Conclusion AR

Seeking educational opportunities, students from Southeast Asia came to Japan, only to be swept up in the turmoil of war. In Hiroshima, the atomic
bomb claimed the precious lives of two students. When we contemplate the sorrow and frustration of those who lost their lives without ever returning
to their homelands, we cannot help but feel a deep hatred of war.

At the same time, the fact that exchanges between the students and Japanese citizens are remembered by both sides as cherished memories reminds
us how important it is to understand and care for one another as fellow human beings.

As we reflect on the Southeast Asian students who experienced the atomic bombing, we hope you will consider what is truly important in building and
sustaining peace.
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